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As public interest in sustainability grows, ESG is gaining significant traction in the capital markets industry 
in 2021 and an increasing amount of capital is diverted towards ESG products and indices. 

The ESG concept is the culmination of decades of thought on how business operations can align with 
sustainability considerations. GreySpark Partners believes that as ESG awareness gains momentum, 
and with standards’ convergence on the horizon, businesses are now orienting to embrace the imminent 
industry-level change driven by the all-encompassing Sustainability megatrend. 5
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Sustainability 
Initiatives

Multiple voluntary disclosure 
standards currently exist, 
creating a fragmented reporting 
landscape, however standards 
alignment is imminent. 

ESG Products 
& Indices

ESG products are increasingly 
in demand by investors. Index 
providers offer ratings using 
proprietary methodologies to 
construct ESG indices.

ESG Integration

Firms integrating ESG 
considerations must 
undertake a detailed ESG 
impact assessment on their 
Operations and Strategy. 

ESG Data Quality

Data issues associated with 
sourcing and standardizing 
data are emerging as a key 
challenge in the ESG space.
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• Environmental: Managing 
ecological impact

• Social: Labour relations, impact on 
the community and wider society 

• Governance: Efficacy of an entity’s 
management and efficiency of its 
operations
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